NORTHERN EXPOSURE

Perennial Garden Collection

A Bed of Cold-Hardy Perennials

he Arctic-style winters of the Northern United States (zones 3 - 5)

need not be a reason to deny yourself a beautiful garden. Many
favorite perennials have the wonderful ability to hunker down and
hibernate during a long, sub-zero winter, then awake for an intense
season of growth and bloom. In fact, many plants actually require this
cold dormancy as part of their growing cycle. One of the virtues of
Northern gardening is the almost-assured blanket of snow that acts as a
protective mulch against destructive freeze/thaw fluctuations. However,
it's best to first put down a thick layer of organic mulch (dry straw or
chopped leaves) over dormant perennials beds after the ground has
frozen. This assures undisturbed cold storage of plant roots during the
winter. Make sure that perennials are not exposed to standing pockets of
water and ice; this can kill plants as surely as anything. In summer, high
humidity can be a problem in the Northern regions; try to provide good
air circulation in the garden to discourage mildew and other diseases.
The design offered here will give you a lush, colorful garden that
maximizes the all-too-brief summer season; some are varieties your
Southern counterparts can't grow. So there is some justice after all! Plant
this garden in groups of three.

APPROXIMATE
DIMENSIONS
18'x 10

Hustrarior. by David Anzersan

A Achillea ‘Paprika’ I Heliopsis ‘Summer Sun’

B Alchemilla Mollis ) Iris Siberica 'Caesar's Brother'
€ Aquilegia ‘Cardinal’ K Malva ‘Alba"

D (onvallaria Majalis L Oenothera missouriensis

E Delphinium ‘Bellamosa’ M Platycodon ‘Mariesii’

F  Delphinium ‘Butterfly Compactum’ N Rudbeckia ‘Goldsturm’

G Geranium ‘Johnsons Blue' 0 Salvia ‘May Night'

H Geum ‘Mrs. Bradshaw’ P Veronica ‘Icicle’



